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EPA’s Brownfields Economic Redevelopment Initiative is designed to empower States, communities, and other
stakeholders in economic redevelopment to work together in a timely manner to prevent, assess, safely clean up, and
sustainably reuse brownfields. A brownfield is a site, or portion thereof, that has actual or perceived contamination and
anactive potential for redevelopmentor reuse. Between 1995and 1996, EPA funded 76 National and Regional Brownfields
Assessment Pilots, at up to $200,000 each, to support creative two-year explorations and demonstrations of brownfields
solutions. EPAs funding more than 27 Pilots in 1997. The Pilots are intendedto provide EPA, States, Tribes, municipalities,
and communities with useful information and strategies as they continue to seek new methods to promote a unified
approach to site assessment, environmental cleanup, and redevelopment.

OVERVIEW

PILOT SNAPSHOT
EPA has selected the City of Wilmington as Date of Award:
Brownfields Pilot. Industrial development in April 1997
Wilmington began during the industrial revolution o ,
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There are approximately 1,750 acres of vacant, SREERSREESE

abandoned, under-used, and contaminated properties

in the city. This reduction in the area available fqr Visit the EPA Brownfields Website at:
development limits the amount of tax revenue and http:/Awww.epa.gov/brownfields
employment opportunities that can be generated. The
City will conduct an inventory and environmenta|
assessment ofthe properties as part of the City’s plans
leading to redevelopment and revitalization of it
urban core.




OBJECTIVES

Wilmington’s objectives for the pilot are to create an
inventory of brownfields sites; increase neighborhood
capacity to participate in redevelopment decision-
making; plan for cleanup funding; and conduct
outreach activities to educate site owners and potential
developers, investors, and lenders about brownfields
redevelopment incentives.

ACTIVITIES
Activities planned as part of this pilot include:

*» Developing a cleanup and redevelopment planning
database that includes an inventory of all industrial
and commercial sites at which contamination may
be present;

* Encouraging neighborhood participation in
redevelopment planning and environmental justice
activities; and

» Establishing a brownfields remediation loan pro-
gram and working to secure Community Reinvest-
ment Act funding for the program.

The cooperative agreement for this Pilot has not yet been
negotiated; therefore, activities described in this fact
sheet are subject to change.
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